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the witches5 incantation in "Macbeth55 and the un-
flagging motif that runs through the Fifth Symphony.
From the moment of the submergence of Austria till
our return under the compulsion of events to the
principles of the Covenant the name that recurred
again and again in our political anxieties with its
burden of toil and trouble was " Czechoslovakia."
After the Austrian crisis it became necessary for
Chamberlain to declare our policy about the future
of Czechoslovakia. On 24th March, 1938,, he spoke
again. He began by casting a few darts at the Op-
position and quoted the Daily Herald in support of his
thesis that Collective Security under the League was
no longer possible. Then followed an oft-quoted
passage. He declined to guarantee Czechoslovakia.
He showed he would have nothing at the moment to
do with automatic obligations. He added these
words: " If war broke out it would be unlikely to be con-
fined to those who have assumed legal obligations....
This is especially true in the case of two countries like
Great Britain and France.. * devoted to the same ideals
of democratic liberty and determined to uphold them.53
Now what exactly was in the mind of Chamberlain,
Hoare, Simon and the rest at this moment? Perhaps
they imagined that this warning, with its somewhat
equivocal context, would be formidable enough to
discourage Hitler's designs. They could not have
been unaware of these designs, for how otherwise
could Chamberlain have made this speech? Cabinets
in England are really secret bodies. Only rarely does
unauthorized but really authentic information leak
out and that is such a rare occurrence that, if the
leakage is serious, there is a public scandal. So we
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